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Gallowglass

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

Gallowglass is a musical representation of the “Gallowglass” of 13th-16th century Ireland. They were an elite class of
mercenary warriors. Originally, this term applied to settlers who descended from Norse-Gaelic clans, but eventually
came o be a designation of their infantry type.

The piece begins at sunrise, as the horde prepares for battle. The folk song O'Donnell Abu is sounded, summoning the
Gallowglass to the front lines. The work then depicts a baftle as the armies collide. Following their victory, a gigue
melody sounds as the Gallowglass celebrate their victory.

This work was commissioned by the St. Vincent-St. Mary High School Symphonic Band of Akron, Ohio and their director,
Mr. Brian Campbell. They wished to dedicate the work to the classes of 2020 and 2021 for being “Irish Warriors” as they
fought through the challenges of the Covid-19 Pandemic.

Rehearsal suggestions

-For added effect, consider staging additional Percussion 3 players around the audience for a more immersive
experience.

-The tempo of this work is also essential to its character. Please allow adequate time for technical development so the
tempo during the 12/8 section can remain upbeat and energetic.

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.

-Performances of this work should have a dramatic, cinematic quality.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education from
Arkansas State University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom
O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music
Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. From 2001 to 2013,
he served as the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg,
Arkansas.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH
Music, Wingert-Jones Music, BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and
Northeastern Music Publications. Mr. Standridge has had several of his pieces
performed internationally, and has had numerous works selected to the J.W.
Pepper's Editor's Choice and Bandworld Top 100 lists. His compositions Snake
Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations also published
are included in Teaching Music through Performance in Band series. He has had
several works performed at the Midwest Music Clinic in Chicago, IL. His work
Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. Mr. Standridge is also a
contributing composer for Alfred Music’s Sound Innovations: Ensemble
Development series. His music is gaining recognition as worthwhile literature for
concert festivals and performances across the United States and internationally.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the Marching Band Editor for Grand Mesa Music Publishers.
He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer, composer, and music arranger for the marching arts. He is also
a freelance artist, photographer, and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, AR with his family. For more information about Mr.
Standridge, visit his website at: www.randallstandridge.com
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Commissioned by St. Vincent - St. Mary High School Symphonic Band of Akron, Ohio, Brian Campbell, Director.
S Dedicated fo the classes of 2020 & 2021 for being Irish warriors as they fought through the challenges of COVID-19.
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