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Utopio

by Randall D. Standridge
About the Commission:

We are all different and you know whate That's okay. Great, in fact.

One thing that has always made me want to scream is when people, in an effort to build bridges or make certain populations feel welcome, say
"well, we're all the samel!"

No. No we are NOT all the same. And again....that's okay. Great, in fact. Why do we HAVE to be the same2 Why not celebrate and accept those
very quadlities that make us unique?

UTOPIA was commissioned by the High School Bands of Anoka-Hennepin ISD #11 in Minnesota (Andover HS, Anoka HS, Blaine HS, Champlin Park HS,
and Coon Rapids HS). With this work, | drew inspiration from numerous musical customs throughout the world and channeled it through my own
personal aesthetic to create a celebration of all of the faces and identities of humanity. While not every single culture is represented (this would be
impossible and impractical), | tried fo pull from every continent in some facet or another. The two largest emotions | wanted fo convey were hope
and joy, as different culture's sounds are juxtaposed tfogether in harmonious ways. | am pleased with the final results, and hope you will be too. |
want to especially thank Steve Lyons for spearheading this commission and being in constant contact with me, as well as for letting me express my
creative vision.

In closing, | believe it is never too late for humanity to move closer fo a more peaceful, joyful existence. We all have much in common, and we all
have differences that define us and setf us apart.

And that's okay.
Great, in fact.

Peace Love and Music.

About the Work

As we discuss the content of the work, the composer wishes to note that while inspiration has been drawn from various musical cultures, they have
been channeled through the composer’s own aesthetic and are in no way infended to be viewed as authentic representations. Mr. Standridge
encourages all musicians to seek out authentic examples of music from all parts of the Earth, and immerse themselves in the beautifully diverse world
of music of which we are all a part.

The work begins with a fanfare, which serves as the “Earth Theme”, and is stylized in western orchestral traditions. This gives way to a joyful
celebration in 7-8 time that draws inspiration from Central America, South America, Africa, and Australian aboriginal customs. The “Earth Theme” is
sounded again, but is informed by the larger world view. This is intferrupted by a sudden shift to a 4/4 dance that combines elements of music from
the Middle East, India, and Eastern Europe. This festivity gives way to a peaceful section inspired by the musical customs of Asia. The piece
concludes with a joyous fanfare as our parade of humanity comes fo a close.

Rehearsal suggestions

-Many of the percussion parts are required to share instruments. Stage the percussion section with this in mind.

-For added effect, some of the percussion section may be staged in the audience (Percussion 5 and 6 for example).

-The tempo of the work is crifical to its character. Please respect my suggested tempi as closely as possible.

-The percussion should never been “hidden” in the balance.

-Always take care to do sound checks with the synthesizer before rehearsals and performances. It plays a critical role in the color of the work, and
should be balanced accordingly.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education from Arkansas State University. During this
time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his
Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. From 2001 to 2013, he served as
the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg, Arkansas.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH Music, Wingert-Jones Music,
BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and Northeastern Music Publications. Mr. Standridge has had
several of his pieces performed internationally, and has had numerous works selected to the J.W. Pepper's
Editor's Choice and Bandworld Top 100 lists. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind,
and Angelic Celebrations also published are included in Teaching Music through Performance in Band series.
He has had several works performed at the Midwest Music Clinic in Chicago, IL. His work Art{isms) was
premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New
Mexico. Mr. Standridge is also a confributing composer for Alfred Music’s Sound Innovations: Ensemble
Development series. His music is gaining recognition as worthwhile literature for concert festivals and
performances across the United States and internationally.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the Marching Band Editor for Grand Mesa Music
Publishers. He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer, composer, and music arranger for the
marching arts. He is also a freelance artist, photographer, and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, AR with his family.

For more information about Mr. Standridge, visit his website at: www.randallstandridge.com
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Commissioned by and dedicated to the High School Bands of the Anoka-Hennepin ISD #11, Minnesota
Andover High School, Anoka High School, Blaine High School, Champlin Park High School, and Coon Rapids High School
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