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...music speaks
By Randall D. Standridge

Program Notes

While I can’t speak for all composers, I know that, for myself, I often find musical ideas that I wish to explore more than
once.  Such is the case with ...music speaks.

A couple of years ago, I wrote a work called Where words end… which was intended to be a lyrical work that was
about “nothing.”  It was 100% abstract, contained no program, and allowed me to explore some musical colors and
harmonies without being beholden to a central idea or theme.  It was very liberating.

...music speaks continues this idea, with some similar harmonic language and colors, but at a higher developmental
level.  Like its sister work, it is an abstract soundscape, and the way every listener will react to it will be solely based on
the emotions and ideas that they themselves bring to it.  Some may hear passion, some may hear sadness, others may
hear anger, regret, hope, and peace.  Every listener’s experience will be unique to them.

This work was commissioned by the Maysville Band Program (Maysville, MO) and their director, Elizabeth Betts. The
work was written in memory of Sheriff Andy Clark, beloved father, husband, and hero.

Rehearsal suggestions
-The single most important element of this composition will be the tone quality of the performers.  The sounds should
always be open and beautiful, never strained or strident.
-This work features multiple tempo changes that enhance the emotional and aesthetic impact; make sure these are
rehearsed so that performers are very comfortable with the interpretation.
-While some conductors may be tempted to alter the tempo of the work, it is strongly discouraged.  Tempo is as much
an element of a composition as the notes, articulations, and harmonies.  If this piece is too slow, it will lose much of its
kaleidoscopic effect.
-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.
-Vibrato should be used throughout when appropriate, particularly in the flute, oboe, and saxophone lines.

About the Composer
Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education from
Arkansas State University.  During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom
O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music
Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. From 2001 to 2013,
he served as the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg,
Arkansas.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH
Music, Wingert-Jones Music, BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and
Northeastern Music Publications.  Mr. Standridge has had several of his pieces
performed internationally, and has had numerous works selected to the J.W.
Pepper's Editor's Choice and Bandworld Top 100 lists. His compositions Snake
Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations also published
are included in Teaching Music through Performance in Band series.  He has had
several works performed at the Midwest Music Clinic in Chicago, IL.  His work
Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. Mr. Standridge is also a
contributing composer for Alfred Music’s Sound Innovations: Ensemble
Development series. His music is gaining recognition as worthwhile literature for
concert festivals and performances across the United States and internationally.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the Marching Band Editor for Grand Mesa Music Publishers.
He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer, composer, and music arranger for the marching arts. He is also
a freelance artist, photographer, and writer.  He lives in Jonesboro, AR with his family.  For more information about Mr.
Standridge, visit his website at: www.randallstandridge.com
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PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY AND PERMISSION FOR DIGITAL USAGE (RESTRICTIONS APPLY)

Concert work: ...music speaks (Standard edition, RSM C025)

This document grants the organization/entity that purchased this work the right to create photocopy reproductions of
the parts for use in rehearsal and performance of this work.  The organization may create digital copies of the parts for
sole distribution to their active members. The following regulations and and restrictions must be followed; failure to
comply will result in prosecution by Randall Standridge Music under United States and International copyright law.  For
legal permission, signatures by the director and a school/organization administrator are required below.

Please read and initial all of the following statements. Initialing each line constitutes an understanding and agreement
to the terms listed.  Without initials and signatures, this document is null and void, along with all rights granted therein.

_____ Randall Standridge Music retains all rights to the musical composition.  Purchase of the work grants the
purchaser the rights listed in this document, but does not constitute a surrender of ownership by Randall Standridge
Music.  Randall Standridge Music may void this agreement at any time should the purchasing party violate the
regulations.  Any arranging rights for other ensembles (marching band, etc…) require a separate licensing agreement.
Please contact us for details.

_____ This work is licensed solely for use by the purchasing organization/entity.  This work, in part or in whole, may not
be shared with a third party, such as other schools or organizations.

_____ Purchase of this work grants the purchasing organization/entity the following rights
-The right to copy parts and to create digital copies of said parts.
-The right to distribute both physical and digital copies to performers (see restrictions below)
-The right to rehearse and perform the work with members of the purchasing organization/entity.
-The right to create not-for-profit audio and video recordings and to display them on websites/social media/etc.

_____ The following restrictions apply and must be followed.  Any violation renders this document null and void, along
with all rights granted therein.

-Performers may be supplied with access to their part ONLY. No performer should have access to all parts.
-Digital copies may not be made available via websites or links that may be accessed by the general public.

Randall Standridge Music conducts weekly internet searches for our products.  Any such links or websites found
disseminating our music will be investigated and prosecuted under United States and International copyright law. This
applies to both purchasing organizations/entities AND their performers.

-The right to copy parts does NOT extend to scores. Separate scores must be purchased, if required.

_____  The purchasing organization/entity acknowledges that composers of musical works depend on the income of
said works for their livelihood and careers.  By purchasing this music, you are acting as a patron for the composer and
are very much appreciated.

__________________________________________________________
Director

__________________________________________________________
Administrator
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Commissioned by the Maysville Band Program (Maysville, MO), Elizabeth Betts, director 
in loving memory of Sheriff Andy Clark; beloved father, husband, and hero

Copyright © 2021, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.RSM C025
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